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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-29. rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Coley et al 
U.S. Patent Application Publication 2001/0011253. 

1 . As per claim 1 and 19 , Coley et al discloses a feature rights management 
system, comprising: 

a feature rights server having a repository for storing feature keys, the feature 
keys representing activation rights for features (0018, 0094); 

a feature rights management agent operatively coupled to the feature rights 
server to receive feature keys from the feature rights server, to store feature rights in a 
repository, and to identify available feature units provided (see fig. 1 , 3, 4 and 5; 0018, 
0019, 0021); and 

a sub-agent operatively coupled to the feature rights management agent to 
request feature rights from the feature rights management agent, wherein the feature 
rights management agent allocates the feature units among requesting sub-agents (see 
fig. 1, 3 and 5; 0018, 0019, 0021). 
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2. As per claim 2 and 20 , Coley et al further discloses a feature rights 
management system, wherein the feature rights management agents and the feature 
rights server transfer rights between the feature rights management agents and the 
server in the form of keys; and wherein the sub-agents and the feature rights 
management agent transfer rights between the sub-agents and the feature rights 
management agent in the form of permission (0072, 0073, 0089). 

3. As per claim 3 and 21 Coley et al further discloses a feature rights 
management system, wherein a connection between the feature rights management 
agents and the feature rights server is un-trusted (0060); and wherein a connection 
between the sub-agents and the feature rights management agent is trusted (0106). 

4. As per claim 4 and 22 . Coley et al further discloses a feature rights 
management system, wherein the sub-agent requests permissions for feature rights 
from the feature rights management agent upon provisioning (0072, 0073, 0076). 

5. As per claim 5 and 23 , Coley et al further discloses a feature rights 
management system, wherein the feature rights management agent comprises a 
memory for storing a number of unallocated feature units (0018); and wherein the 
feature rights management agent requests keys for features from the feature rights 

■ 

server when the number of unallocated feature units is deficient to meet the needs of a 
request for permissions by a sub-agent (0078, 0079). 
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6. As per claim 6 and 24 . Coley et al further discloses a feature rights 
management system, wherein the sub-agent releases a feature unit by sending a 
release message to the feature rights management agent; and wherein the feature 
rights management agent increases its number of available feature units in response to 
the release message (0079, 0080). 

7. As per claim 7 and 25 . Coley et al further discloses a feature rights 
management system, wherein the feature management agent releases feature keys 
from a feature rights management agent and moves feature rights keys to the feature 
rights server (0020, 0080). 

8. As per claim 8 and 26 . Coley et al further discloses a feature rights 
management system, wherein each feature key comprises a plurality of feature rights 
including a) feature units, b) a feature category, and c) a distribution node identifier 
(0018, 0047). 

9. As per claim 9 and 27 . Coley et al further discloses a feature rights 
management system, wherein each feature unit designates how many instances of a 
feature category is permitted within a domain of a distribution node identified by the 
distribution node identifier (0011, 0013). 
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1 0. As per claim 10 . Coley et al further discloses a feature rights 
management system, wherein the feature keys are of at least two kinds of keys: 
network keys destined to the feature rights server and element keys destined for the 
feature rights management agent (0013, 0068). 

11. As per claim 11 . Coley et al further discloses a method of managing 
feature rights, comprising the steps of: 

(a) storing feature keys in a feature rights server, the feature keys representing 
activation rights for features (0018, 0094); 

(b) receiving feature keys in a feature rights management agent from the feature 
rights server (0020, 0080); 

(c) storing the received feature keys in the agent to identify available feature 

(0018, 0094); and 

(d) requesting in a sub-agent feature rights from the feature rights management 
agent (see fig. 1, 3 and 5; 0018, 0019, 0021). 

1 2. As per claim 12 . Coley et al further discloses a method of managing 
feature rights, further comprising the step of (e) receiving in the sub-agent feature rights 
from the feature rights management agent in the form of permissions (0072, 0073, 
0089). 

1 3. As per claim 13 . Coley et al further discloses a method of managing 
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feature rights, wherein said step (b) of receiving is over a un-trusted environment 
(0060); and wherein said step (e) of receiving permissions is over a trusted environment 
(0106). 

14. As per claim 14 , Coley et al further discloses a method of managing 
feature rights according to claim 12, wherein said step (d) of requesting requests 
permissions from the feature rights management agent for feature rights upon 
provisioning (0072, 0073, 0076). 

1 5. As per claim 15 , Coley et al further discloses a method of managing 
feature rights, further comprising the steps of: (f) releasing a feature unit from the sub- 
agent by sending a release message to the feature rights management agent; and (g) 
increasing a number of available feature units in the feature rights management agent in 
response said step (f) (0018, 0078, 0079). 

16. As per claim 16 . Coley et al further discloses a method of managing 
feature rights, further comprising the step of (f) moving feature rights keys from the 
feature management agent to the feature rights server to release feature keys from a 
feature rights management agent (0020, 0080). 



17. As per claim 17 . Coley et al further discloses a method of managing 
feature rights, wherein each feature key comprises a plurality of feature rights including 
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a) feature units, b) a feature category, and c) a distribution node identifier (0018, 0047). 

1 8. As per claim 18 . Coley et ai further discloses a method of managing 
feature rights, wherein each feature unit designates how many instances of a feature 
category is permitted within a domain of a distribution node identified by the distribution 
node identifier (001 1 , 0013, 0062, 0068, 0082). 

4 

1 9. As per claim 28 , Coley et al further discloses a feature rights 
management apparatus, wherein the feature keys are of at least two kinds of keys: 
network keys destined to the feature rights server and element keys destined for the 
feature rights management agent (0013, 0068); wherein, the distribution node identifier 
of an element key identifies a domain of an identified feature rights management agent, 
and wherein the distribution node identifier of a network key identifies a domain of an 
identified feature management server (0013, 0018, 0047, 0068). 

20. As per claim 29 , Coley et al discloses a feature rights management 
apparatus, further comprising a chassis housing the feature rights management agent 
and the sub-agents as cards (fig. 4). 



Conclusion 
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Examiner's Note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in the 
references as applied to the claims below for the convenience of the applicant. Although 
the specified citations are representative of the teachings in the art ad are applied to the 
specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures may apply as 
well. It is respectfully requested that the applicant, in preparing the responses, fully 
consider the references in entirety as potentially teaching all or part of the claimed 
invention, as well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior art or disclosed 
by the examiner. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Charles C. Agwumezie whose number is (571) 272- 
6838. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8:00 am - 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Trammell can be reached on (571) 272 - 6712. The fax phone 
number for the organization where the application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 
305-7687. [Official communications; including After Final communications labeled "Box 
AF"]. (703) 308-1396 [Informal/Draft communications, labeled "PROPOSED" or 
"DRAFT"]. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should you 
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have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 

Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll free). 

acc 

May 16, 2005 
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